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Kansas conservation
program deadline
set for Nov. 19
For
Kansas
farmers
and ranchers interested in
enrolling in the Conservation
Stewardship Program (CSP)
or the Environmental Quality
Incentives Program (EQIP),
the deadline to submit initial
paperwork has been set for
Nov. 19.
“These
programs
are a great opportunity
for farmers looking to
incorporate conservation in
their operations,” said Kate
Hansen, policy associate for
the Center for Rural Affairs.
Administered by the
U.S.
Department
of
Agriculture’s
Natural
Resources
Conservation
Service (NRCS), CSP and
EQIP provide ﬁnancial and
technical assistance for
producers to address natural
resource concerns with
conservation practices, and
simultaneously
maintain
agricultural production on
their land.
CSP is designed to enhance
existing conservation efforts
operation-wide.
To
be
eligible, producers must
demonstrate their current
conservation efforts, address
resource concerns for their
region, and be willing
to implement additional
practices.
Available

practices include cover
crops, rotational grazing, and
conservation crop rotation.
EQIP is designed to
help producers implement
conservation that focuses
on a particular resource
concern, such as erosion
or water quality, with a
single practice or project.
Many practices available in
EQIP are also available in
CSP, though the program is
unique in offering a number
of structural practices to
choose from as well.
“Conservation is for
everyone, whether you’re
relatively new to farming or
have been in the business for
years, and these programs
are a smart way to invest
in sound environmental
practices with ﬁnancial
support,” Hansen said.
In 2020, more than 1,000
contracts
between
the
two programs advanced
conservation across Kansas.
When applying for either
program, farmers develop a
plan with their local NRCS
staff. Farmers interested in
applying should call their
local NRCS ofﬁce to set up
an appointment. A list of
local ofﬁces can be found at
ofﬁces.sc.egov.usda.gov.

USDA to Make Up to $1.15 Billion
Available to Help People Living in
Rural Communities Access HighSpeed Internet
Oct. 22, 2021 – U.S.
Department of Agriculture
(USDA) Secretary Tom
Vilsack today announced
a signiﬁcant expansion of
access to high-speed internet,
health care and educational
services for millions of
rural Americans nationwide.
Today’s
announcement
continues to move forward
President Biden’s Build
Back Better Agenda by
prioritizing
economic
growth in rural America and
investing in the backbone
of our country – the middle
class.
“For too long, the
‘digital divide’ has left
too many people living in
rural communities behind:
unable to compete in the
global economy and unable
to access the services and
resources that all Americans
need,” Vilsack said. “As we
build back better than we
were before, the actions I am
announcing today will go a
long way toward ensuring
that people who live or
work in rural areas are able
to tap into the beneﬁts of
broadband, including access
to specialized health care,
educational
opportunities
and the global marketplace.
Rural people, businesses
and communities must have
affordable, reliable, highspeed internet so they can
fully participate in modern
society and the modern
economy.”
Background: ReConnect
Program
Secretary Vilsack spoke
about USDA’s commitment
to helping rural Americans
get improved access to
broadband and health care
during a visit to the newly
renovated
emergency
department at Hammond
Henry Hospital. The project
was ﬁnanced in part by a
USDA loan.
He announced that on
November 24 USDA will
begin accepting applications
for up to $1.15 billion in
loans and grants to expand

the availability of broadband
in rural areas. USDA is
making the funding available
through the ReConnect
Program.
To be eligible for
ReConnect Program funding,
an applicant must serve an
area without broadband
service at speeds of 100
megabits per second (Mbps)
(download) and 20 Mbps
(upload), and commit to
building facilities capable of
providing broadband service
at speeds of 100 Mbps
(download and upload) to
every location in its proposed
service area. In making
funding decisions, USDA
will prioritize projects that
will serve low-density rural
areas with locations lacking
internet access services at
speeds of at least 25 Mbps
(download) and 3 Mbps
(upload). In making funding
decisions, the USDA will
also consider, among other
things, the economic needs
of the community to be
served; the extent which a
provider will offer affordable
service options; a project’s
commitment to strong labor
standards; and whether a
project is serving tribal
lands or is submitted by a
local government, Tribal
Government, non-proﬁt or
cooperative.
USDA has simpliﬁed
the application process and
has expanded the program
signiﬁcantly. For example,
ReConnect will now offer
100 percent grants for certain
projects on tribal lands
and in socially vulnerable
communities.
The Department plans
to make available up to
$200 million in ReConnect
Program loans, up to
$250 million in loan/grant
combinations, up to $350
million in grants with
a 25 percent matching
requirement, and up to $350
million in grants with no
matching requirement for
projects in tribal and socially
vulnerable communities.

